Case report: malignant pericardial effusion as the initial manifestation of malignancy.
Although malignant pericardial effusion is a common complication of malignancy, it is rarely the initial manifestation. A case of a nonsmoking 36-year-old woman who had pericardial tamponade due to malignant pericardial effusion as the initial manifestation of malignancy is presented. Case reports of patients with malignant pericardial effusion as the initial manifestation of malignancy published since 1974 are reviewed. The clinical presentation, histology, and survival of these patients is compared with those cases published prior to 1974. Survival of patients with primary malignancy in the lung who present with malignant pericardial effusion has not improved.